EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY   DRESS

A HIGH, frilled head-dress called a * pinner' had come
-f^-into fashion in the late 'eighties of the preceding
century,

The c pinner' was a starched and sometimes, in more
exaggerated interpretations, wired lace frill, fan-shaped
and pleated. It was arranged on the front of the head in
an upstanding crest. The frill might be single or double.
In the latter case a row of looped ribbons stood up at equal
intervals between the two frills; a cluster of ribbons,
usually formally arranged, were placed at the back of the
pinner. The whole arrangement of frills or ribbons
was often sewn on to a little flat bonnet worn on the back
of the head, and in this case it was called a ' commode/
Various additions, such as a hanging veil behind, or a
narrow fringed scarf folded and stitched to the bonnet so
that the fringed ends hung either at the back or over the
shoulders, were very popular.

The height of the pinner-frill varied from a few inches
to as much as eighteen inches in more exaggerated styles,
and the difficulty of balancing this erection with dignity
was often lessened by the addition of a
triangular, jewelled clasp fixed to the
hair immediately above the forehead,
and could be attached to the base of the
frill, giving it a reasonably safe mooring.
The excessive height of these head-
dresses was an object of great amusement
to the satirists of the time, and when
a shawl was worn over the head, an
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